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Marie-France Boisse
9730 Wiishire Bl d., #2‘1lgA
Agyerly Hills, CA 902

September 17,2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Comrnission

445 123th Street 3W e
Washington DC 2 354 '

Dear FCC Chairman Michuel Powell

Lam writing to arge vou o sirenpthen oo repead the fow remanming. rules that prevent near 1otal

concentration v vwnerstup i the clatches ola tew corporations The current donmnat:on o fadio,
broadcast and newspaper industres oo huad Dl oF conspamies s already donazome o demeeracv, Ajready
dramaticaiiv foosenad over Gie past decade, caonerstup restrictiens that, For example, keen oowagl s elovision
network [ron ownimg statens that broadoast tooners tan 35 percant of L satten's homes or a = ngle company
from owming more than eight radie stauons m the same marker are cracally importain of we are to pretect

our nation from the very rcal dungers ot tedin imenopehes.,

As America’s Founding Fathers understood a treel divomse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. [n revent decados, ot over, responsihlc nesw s voverage and the presentation ofa
broad range of political views hav. hoconarnreasingv shreatened . Corporat chans now conaol nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budyet cuthacks tor new . deparunents, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenuss
like cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownearship regulations as a source of new business "efficizncies,”
vet it 15 the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, [ am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current hmits on imedia ownership

consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, mther
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I took forward to hearing where you stand on this important 1ssue.

Sincerely,

V‘{W



Rick Snail
4512 Nicholas
Omaha, NE
68132
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Chairman Michael K. Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
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To Chairman Michael Powell,

We are writing to you as concerned American consumersand business owners who are fearful that you
and our elected leaders may fall prey to a 'smoke screen and mirrors ploy'.

Chairman Powell, you've announced that the Federal Communications Commissionwill hold a special
hearing Oct. 7 to discuss the state of the telecommunicationssector and steps to restore its financial
health. Chairman Powell, you've said the hearingwould bring together experts from the financial
community and academic economists. Mr. Powell, you've also said the hearing would discuss "what
measures need to be taken to revitalize and restore the financial health of the telecommunications
industry, restore public trust and prevent further erosion from the current financial turmoil in this sector."
Please Mr. Powell, do not bow to pressure from the Baby Bells

We agree the Telecom industry is in a mess but bailingthem out by setting the clock back 20 years is not
the way to do it. The mess has been created by economic recession, inferior management
decisions and creative accounting mixed in with a good dose of corporate scandal....NOT by
deregulation. Since deregulation AT&T's long distance rates have fallen from 35 cents a minute to
around 5 cents a minute greatly benefiting both businessesand the general public.

Competitionin the telecom industry has benefited greatly by the 1996 TelecommunicationsAct. But this
competition is being threatened by requests being made to the FCC by Incumbent Local Exchange
Carriers {ILECs) such as Qwest. Southwestern Bell and other regional Bells which, if allowed, would
essentially bypass the mandates of the Telecom Act of 1996. Provisionsof this Act require that the
various ILECs unbundle their networks as a prerequisiteto being allowed back in the long distance
markets.

We commend the deregulation outlined in the 1984 and 1996 Telecom Acts and believe it protects the
interest of people like us...the consumer. Don't allow us, the consumers. to be punished by allowing the
Baby Bell's to apply pressure on the FCC to rescind, revoke or amend this Act.

We, as American consumers, want the choice to PICK WHO WE SPEND OUR HARD EARNED MONEY
WITH.....itis called 'free market'! Competition has always been good for the people of this great nation!

As Independent Representatives of Excel/ariec Communications,we are on the firing line trying to give
tha consumer Setter services at better prices through competition for Local and Long Distance phone
services and our business would be ineparably harmedby any rollback of the terms of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996,

Thank you,

Rick Snail

Jan Snail

4512 Nicholas
Omaha, NE 68132
402-558-1312

cc:
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin



RICHARD E. FATRCHILD
2820 Windwood CL.
Commerce Twp, M1 48382
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September 26, 2002
Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman.

| am writing to express my concerns as an American consumer and the disaster in
the telecommunications industry. Now is the time to take action instead ofturning a deaf
ear. The three critical areas that need to be addressed are as follows, the future viability of
telecommunicationsinfrastructure and networks, the continued deceitful harassment of
consumershby so called Resellers of local telephone services, and the unrealistic and
outmoded regulations that results in a disservice to all local phone users.

This is the situation that first needs to be addressed. Regulators have allowed
competitors, in the local network, to lease access lines from local phone companiesat
prices substantially below cost. It may look like competition from afar, but actually it is a
scheme that could end up discouraging investment in the nation’s telecommunications
infrastructure. Competitors have no need to invest infacilities rihey don’t own and
which they can lease at rent-controlled rates. By forcing heavily discounted pricing of
the so-called UNE-P, (unbundled network element platform) is forcing established
companies to sell parts of their networks to other companies at prices well below cost and
therefore creating a disincentive for more companies to invest in viable networks and build
sustainable businesses.

Secondly, consumers will suffer and can not benefit from these heavy discounts,
because they drain the resources that established companies such as SBC need to maintain
high-quality, low-cost universal service. As an American consumer | am tired of the
constant harassment by Resellers of local telephone services. The simple fact, that they
never tell the whole truth about their services, and who will be the truly responsible
company to service my telephone when needed.

The current regulatory structure that was created as a result ofthe 1996 Federal
telecommunications law has not kept pace with the tremendous amount of change in the
industry. Consumers now have wide-ranging choices for local service, including wireless
and cable television. Mandating the repackaging and resale of network services through
deep discounts that are simply pocketed by competitors not only doesn’t benefit
consumers, but undermines the viability ofthe entire network. | truly feel that everyone
would benefit if government simply allowed the market to work. Regulators need to
understand how decisions they make can either help lift the entire telecommunications
industry...or unnecessarily keep it down.

| look forward to your thoughts and expect to hear from you soon. | am also
counting on your immediate action on this matter.

Sincerely,
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